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INTRODUCTION

This booklet has bezn prepared .

to miroduce you fo your 1951
Chevrolet. Each section covers
basically the things you are
interested in for the everyday cp-
eration of your vehicle. and are
presented i such manner (o give
you the information you may re-
quire for pleasurable driving.

The subject index at the right
is a ready reference to the key
subiects and will enable you to
find any subject covered in this
booklet.

You have been provided with
an Owners Service Policy which
describes additional services to
which you are entitled. a facsimile
of this policy is shown on page 32
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Ignition Switch

The ignition switch is located at the right
of the steering column between the wind-
shicld wiper knob and the choke knob and
is a three position switch. There are two
“off" positions, one to the right and one to
the left of the “on™ (vertical) position and the key may be removed
with the switch in any cf these positions. When the ignition is turnec
off by turning switch clockwise, the key may be removed allowing
ignition to be turned “ON" or “"OFF" without usc of key. When the
ignition 1s turned off by turning switch counterclockwise and removing
the key, the ignition is locked “OFF.”

Starter Gontro

The starler vontrol is of the push button
solencid type with the starter button
located at the left of the steering column
and the light switch knob. When start-
ing, hold accelerator pedal down hall-
way while pressing starier butcon. Re-
lease the starter Hutton ss soon as the
enginc starts tnd ncver press the button with the engine running
Should the engine become flooded, hold acceleratur down to the toe-
board and press starter button until engine starts.

On vehicles equipped with Powerglide, starter is inoperative unless
selector lever i in “N" or “Park™ position,
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Ghoke Gontrol

The choke control knob is lecated to
the right of the ignition switch and is
used 1o provide a richer fuel mixture to
assist in starting & cold engine. Pull
choke.knoh out part or all way depend- &

ing upon climatic conditions. This automatically opens the throttle to
provide for smooth engine operation when choking is required.

Windshield Wiper Gontro

The windshield wiper control knob is located to the left of the ignition
switch. To operate wipers at variable speeds, turn this knob clockwise
as required. A Chevrolet windshicld washer can be installed which
may be used to aid in cleaning the windshicld when dizty or when
smeared with road spray from passing cars. A button is provided in the
center of the wiper control knob which, when depressed and then
released, will vause water from washer W be sprayed on the wind-
shield to assist wipers in cleaning.

Headlight Contral
A push-pull knob for headlight con-
trol is located at the left of the steer-
ing column, When the knob is pushed
in zgeinst the instrument panel all
lights are “OFF.” When the knob i
S . pulled out te the first position, the
parking lights, til lights, license light and instrument panel lights are
turned on, When the knob is pulled out to the second position the
parking lights turn off and driving Tights are turned on. Control of the
driving lights is by a selector switch locatcd on the toe-board to the
leftof the clutch pedal. Depressing this switch will change the driving
light beam from traffic (lower) to country (upper) or vice-versa,
When using the country (upper) beam for driving,  red beam indi-
cator, located between the 40 and 50 on the speedometer dial, lights
up. Never use this beam when other cars are approzching.

Instrument panel lights may be dimmed or turned off by rotating light
contral knob clockwisz.



Dome Lisht

The dome light switch on all models except the Bel-Air and the Con-
vertible is at the front of the dome light. Switch in the Bel-Air and
Convertible is located on the front of the lower left rear quarter trim
panel. The dome light in the convertible is inoperative unless head-
lamps or parking lamps are turned on. Automatic door switches are
used on both doors of Deluxe models only.

Parking Brake

The parking brake handle is an L-
shaped handle conveniently located be-
low the instrument panel and to the
right of the steering column. To apply
brake, which operates independently of
the foot operated brake, pull handle
straight back. To release, simply rotate handle clockwise and push it in
to its normal position

NOTE: Be sure that the parking hrake is completely released by pushing
the handie in all the way.

Seat Adjuster

The front seat adjuster is located at the left
end of the seat frame. With a light downward
push on this fingertip control lever, the seat
is released allowing a backward or forward
motion of the seat assembly. Releasing pres-
sure on lever locks the seat in the selected position,

Ventilating System

Control knobs for the all weather ventilating system, which permits
controlled ventilation even under adverse conditions when windows
must be closed, are located at the extreme right and left ends of the
instrument panel. Either the right or left hand ventilator may be opened
individually or both ventilators may be opened as desired by pulling
knobs out.

NOTE: To keep out offensive odors and exhaust gases when traveling
in congested iraffic or when parked behind a car having its motor
running, shut the ourside air inake valves by pushing vent knobs in.
Exhaust gases contain carbon monoxide. See Note on page 11.
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Cigarette Lighter

and Ash Tray
A tilt type ash tray is located at the right
end of the radio grille on all DeLuxe
models. The ash tray has a cigarette
snuffer which is depressed for removal
and emptying of tray. Directly below
the ash tray, on DeLuxe models only, is the cigarette lighter. The
lighter is operated by pushing it in and when heated it automatically
clicks out for use.

Glove GCompartment

The glove compartment is located at the
extreme right of the instrument panel,
The door of the glove compartment may
be opened by pressing on the push but-
ton located at the upper edge of the
door. To lock the glove compartment,
insert key and turn ore quarter turn.
An automatic light on DeLuxe models,
provides illumination inside compartment when door is opened

Rear View Mirror

The rear view mirror, which may be rotated on its mounting to accom-
modate all drivers and seat positions, is located near the top of the
windshield division moulding on all models except the Bel-Air. The
Bel-Air mirror is mounted on the windshield divider so that its position
is just above the top of the instrument panel.

Sun Visor
The sun visors, two on DeLuxe models and one on Special models. are
designed so they may be positioned to shut off the glare from the sun
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Speedometer

The speedometer located to the right of
the steering column is of the circular
type and registers both speed and cumu-
lative mileage.

Instrument Gluster

The instrument cluster located to the left
of the steering column encloses the tem-
perature gauge, fuel gauge, charge indica-
tor and oil pressure gzauge, reading clock-
wise from the lower left side.

T[‘III[I(‘I‘(’]I“I'L‘ “c’lllj_';i'

This gauge shows the temperature of the cooling liquid in the engine.
The needle should register at about the center mark except on long,
hard drives in summer weather, when it may register close to the
“H" mark.

P e
Fuel Gauge

The fuel gauge is operated electrically and indicates the quantity of
fuel in the tank only when the ignition is turned on. When the ignition
is turned off, the pointer returns to the empty mark.

Charge Indicator

This gauge shows only v\helher Lhe battery is being charged or d.ls—
charged. The is pped with a regi which

the amount of charge to fit the tequirements of the battery at a
given time.

. v :
0il Pressure Gauge

The oil pressure gauge should always indicate pressure while the
engine is running. If no pressure is indicated, stop the engine imme-
diately and have the cause investigated.
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Door Hold Open

A door hold-open device is incor-
porated in each door. When a
door is fully opened, this device
prevents it from closing of its own
weight while entering or leaving
the car. Doors may be easily closed from the hold-open position by a
firm push or pull, no release is required.

Door Ventilator

The front door ventilators on Special and DeLuxe models and rear
door ventilators on DeLuxe models, are operated directly by a com-
bined lock and pull-to handle located on the base of the ventilator
frame. A spring loaded pawl makes the lock positive and theft resistant.
A spring loaded friction device in the ventilator lower pivot holds the
ventilator open to any position selected.

T  [ladio Control Panel

When vehicles are equipped with
radios the dial is centered below
the radio grille and mounted hori-
zontally. The controls are mounted
in the depressed panel below the
dial. Two radio sets are available,
one which has manual tuning and the other having five selector buttons
for rapid automatic station tuning.

Heater Controls

When cars are equipped with the outside-air-type heater, the controls
are mounted and designed to fit the instrument panel. The temperature,
air and defroster knobs are mounted in the first three grooves on the
left side of the radio grille. All controls are in the “off" position when
raised to the top of the grille and are in the “on™ position when
pushed downward.



» .
Gasaline
The Chevrolet cngine is designed to provide its full complement of

performance and economy utilizing the so-called “REGULAR” grades
of gasoline,

Gasoline Filler Gap

The gasoline filler cap is located under the lid in
the left rear fender, except on the Station Wagon
which has an exposed cap. Should you wish tq
take extra precaution against theft of fuel, 4
locking cap is available as an accessory from
your Dealer.

Hood Lock

The hood release lever is located under the top grille bar, slightly to the
left of the center of the hood. Lifting the lever slightly will release the
hood lock and when raised further, it releases the safety catch. The
hood ean then be lifted to the open position and the spring loaded
hood supports will assist in raising and hold hood open.



Engine Oil

Use of proper engine oil is of great importance in obtaining maxi-
mum performance and satisfaction from your car. See recommenda-
tion under “Lubrication” on page 22.

Engine Qil Level Rod

The oil level rod is a bayonet type in-

dicator located on the right side of the

crankcase. This rod is marked “Full”

and “Add Oil" and these notations have

broad arrows pointing ta the level lines.

Check oil level each time gas is pur-
chased and maintain level between these two lines. Fill or add oil
through filler cap hole on top of valve cover. Avoid overfilling as this
will cause the oil to foam.

Powerglide Transmission 0il Level Rod

The Powerglide transmission filler tube and oil level rod is located in the
engine compartment on the right side just opposite the starting motor.
This rod is marked “Full” and “Add 1 Qt.” with arrows pointing to
these two lines. Check oil level every 1000 miles with engine idling,
transmission warm, parking brake set and control lever in “Neutral.”
Extreme care must be exercised to prevent dirt from entering filler tube
when checking. See Lubrication section for filling instructions.

Radiator Filler Cap

The radiator filler cap is located under the hood. The coolant should
be checked every time gasoline is purchased and kept to a level one
inch below the filler neck, Cars with Powerglide transmission have a
pressure radiator cap to prevent coolant loss. When removing cap from
hot engine, rotate to left to first stop, which is vented position, to relieve
pressure in system. When pressure is relieved, turn cap again to left
to remove. Turn cap all the way to the right when installing.
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lievs and Locks

Two identical keys are furnished with
the car which operate the front doors,
the ignition switch, the glove compart-
ment and trunk locks.

Door locks have spring loaded doors
over the rectangular key slot which seal
the keyholes securely. This key slot has a tab protruding from one side
and care must be taken when inserting the key not to damage this tab.

As a protection against unauthorized persons securing the keys, the key
number does not appear either on the key or the face of the locks, but
on a small metal insert fastened in the key. Mark this key number on
your Certificate of Title or Bill of Sale as soon as you take delivery of
the car, and have your dealer knock the number insert out of the keys.
For additional protection against loss of your vehicle, always lock the
ignition and doors when leaving it unattended.

To lock the doors from inside, push down the locking button located
on the bottom of the window opening of each door. To lock the car
from outside, either of two ways may be used.

1. With the door open push down the
inside locking button and push the
outside handle push button in while
closing the door.

2. With the door closed, insert key in

the lock of the front door handle and give the key a quarter of a turn.

Sedan Rear Door Lock

A safety feature is incorporated in the rear door locks of all four-door
sedans for the convenience of owners who have small children. This
door lock incorporates a means of shifting the remote control link
lever to provide free-wheeling on the inside or remote control door
handle at the option of the owner. With the remote control link lever
set in the free-wheeling position the rear doors cannot be opened from
inside unless the locking button is “UP."”

All four-door sedans have this lever set for positive action on these
handles and may be changed to free-wheeling, upon request, by your
local Chevrolet Dealer.
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/.?rea Lin gu_gn

Your Chevrolet car has been designed to furnish you many thousands
of miles of motoring pleasure.

In order to maintain its high standard of performance and efficiency,
special carc should be given for the first two thousand miles as to
the speed at which the car is driven and also to lubrication.

The crankease of the engine in this vehicle, as received by you, is filled
with a light body “breaking-in" oil. USE THIS OIL ONLY DURING
THE FIRST 500 MILES OF DRIVING.

Check the oil frequently during the first 500 miles and at the
end of 500 miles, drain the crankcase—while hot—and refill—
using the grade of oil recommended in “Engine Lubrication.”
Check oil level each time gas is purchased.

To properly break-in the moving parts of the engine do not drive
faster than:

40 miles per hour for the first 100 miles
50 miles per hour for the next 200 miles
60 miles per hour for the next 200 miles

Warning — Carbon Monoxide

Never start or run an engine in a closed garage. Avoid inhaling
gases when any concentration of these is present in the air, ie.,
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in a garage, in congested traffic, or when stopped closely behind
a vehicle with its motor running. Exhaust gases may have strong
odors which normally should give warning of their presence.
However, the exhaust gases from some vehicles may not be
noticeable under certain conditions and the senses of people
react differently. Exhaust gases contain a percentage of carbon
monoxide which is a poisonous gas that, by itself, is tasteless,
colorless and odorless.

To Start the Engine

1

Before starting engine make sure transmission shift lever is in
neutral position.

NOTE: Starter on Powerglide equipped vehicles will not operate unless
selector lever is in “N* or “Park" position,

Depress the clutch pedal.
Turn “ON” the ignition switch.

Hold accelerator pedal down halfway and press in on the starter
button until the engine starts. Then release the button,

NOTE: Do not pump the accelerator pedal before or during
the use of the starter as this will cause difficult starting.

Pull the choke knob out part or all the way depending on climatic
conditions. As soon as the engine starts, push the choke knob in
part way until engine idles smoothly. After engine has warmed up,
push choke knob in all the way. If the engine is warm, it is not
generally necessary to use the choke at all.

CAUTION. When starting a cold engine, it will be noted that
the oil pressure gauge in the instrument cluster will register a
high pressure. Allow engine to idle until engine warms up and
the oil pressure gauge reading drops 10 approximately the cen-
ter mark on the gauge.

In case the engine becomes overchoked or flooded at any time, be
sure the choke button is all the way in then press the foot accel-
erator down fully and operate starter continuously until engine
starts. This will eliminate further choking. If it becomes desirable
or necessary to again choke the carburetor for starting follow the
procedure in step 5.
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To Start the Car
Synchromesh Transmission

The gearshift lever, mounted on the steer-

ing column, may be placed in any one

of five positions — neutral, reverse, first,

second or third. The operation of the

gearshift lever in engaging the gears

consecutively is as follows:

. See that gearshift lever is in neutral position (lever may be raised
up and down),

. With clutch pedal depressed start engine.

. First speed—Depress clutch pedal and raise lever toward steering
wheel and then move downward until it is fully engaged in first
gear location; then gradually release clutch pedal.

[FINNY

4. Second speed—Depress clutch pedal, push lever upwards, causing
lever to cross through neutral moving away from steering wheel
and engage second gear position. Release clutch pedal.

. Third speed—Depress clutch pedal, pull lever downward until
lever has reached the end of its travel into third gear position.
Release clutch pedal.

. Reverse—With car at a standstill, depress clutch pedal, raise lever,
and push upward to engage reverse.

[

o

Powerglide Transmission
Control of the Powerglide trans-
mission is obtained by position-
ing the control lever mounted
directly below the steering
wheel. Cars equipped with the
Powerglide transmission do not
have a clutch pedal and the
control lever may be placed in
any position when the engine is
idling by merely moving the
lever. Stops have been placed
at certain points in the lever
travel so that it is necessary to
raisc the lever to place it in




